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p4any people, especially cultural conservatives, are concerned about what they perceive as the
decline of Western or American culture. However, since it is very hard to define or measure

n

either “culture” or *“decline,” discussions on the topic are always difficult and are
frequently non-starters. In order to avoid an abstract discussion of ill-defined topics, I
suggest that it is worthwhile to do a case study of one particular instance of cultural
decline. I am inspired in this undertaking by Edmund Burke, who avoided discussions of the
abstract notion of liberty, saying “abstract liberty, like other mere abstractions, is not to

be found. Liberty inheres in some sensible object.” I echo him and say that abstract decline

is not to be found except when it inheres in some sensible object. more>>>
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