Anatomy of the terror threat:
Files show hundreds of US
plots, refugee connection

Judson Berger writes at Human Rights Watch said nearly half of
the federal counterterror convictions at the time came from
“informant-based cases,” many of them sting operations where
the informants played a role in the plot.

The report said: “In some cases the Federal Bureau of
Investigation may have created terrorists out of law-
abiding individuals by conducting sting operations that
facilitated or invented the target’s willingness to act.”

But even in some of those cases, federal agents got
involved after learning of a serious suspected plot. In the
case of the Seattle suspect, Abu Khalid Abdul-Latif,
authorities said he approached someone in 2011 about
attacking a military installation. That citizen alerted law
enforcement and worked with them to capture Latif and an
accomplice.
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