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Media and Masses

In France during the period 1871-1914, the role of mass media in both generating and
reflecting collective humiliation and anger is quite blatant. The French public and its
leaders experienced their defeat in the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71), and the Treaty of

Frankfurt, which ended the war, as humiliating (Kennan, 1984, Sontag, 1933, Weber, 1954).
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