
An End to Counting
by James Como (May 2021)

The Man in the Carriage II, Walter Gramatté, 1920

 

 

https://www.newenglishreview.org/articles/an-end-to-counting/
https://www.newenglishreview.org/authors/james-como/?


Is there any little thing we don’t count? 
Money, weight, nuts in a bowl? Well:
birthdays included I am
concluded and far beyond vexed.

You see, I’ve been an actor dressing
the parts, but not undressing for the
next, instead fitting that new costume
over the old. Too many to guess.

So, now, I disrobe. How old,
how many outfits, how much acting?
Now, uncostumed—you know what’s next—
There is no one to unfold.

A shadow disappearing at noon or
midnight (no matter), I no longer count.
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