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Death and the Maiden, Egon Schiele, 1915-16

The doctor-poet that you were
Tells us the unclothed truth
Spare and again-

It will come

That moment when

Longing, wishes, love,
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Parting, compromise
Fade to irrelevance
Before the death-fact.

The cause may be Trivial

(A spiteful duel, but
Straight to the heart)

The arena without yield, dry;
Our search for purpose

At the verge of hopeless
Alters nothing—or does it?
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