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Lonely Man on a Dune, Max Liebermann, 1914

 

1

Although I’d hesitate to go so far
As to say that life’s a bitch,
It’s certainly no gentleman.

 

2

Life is like encountering a ghost:
Only fully frightful if experienced alone.
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3

Extinct love is rather like
Long-superseded science.

 

4

Nobody’s forgotten quite so
Completely as a librettist.

 

5

Today it feels as though my wife
Is merely out of town;
I then remember that my life
Is like a town … a town.
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