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One of the advantages of rehearsing your thoughts (or, more accurately,
some of your thoughts) in public is that you often enter into friendly
correspondence  with  interesting  people.  Of  course,  you  also  expose
yourself to cranks and pedants, the latter ready to pounce upon the
slightest error either of fact or grammar in what you have set down. They
who have never published a word seem to read solely for the pleasure of
finding something over which to pull authors up. (They would defend
themselves, of course, by quoting Doctor Johnson on the right of people
who never made a table nevertheless to criticise a table.)
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