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The woman in the niqab, burka, yashmak or whatever you want to call a veil that covers the

face is a very common sight around east London.who has written at this site on the way being

unable to see the face cuts such women off from the social interaction normal in English

society. I can chat to anybody but the lack of that hint that a conversation can be struck,

taken from the smile or the twitch of the lips, means that my conversation with niqabis has

been limited.

I had what could have been a better opportunity earlier this year when I attended a local

hospital for day surgery on my knee. I thought I had torn a cartilage while climbing down from

the wall around the statute of President Eisenhower outside the US Embassy in Grosvenor

Square, whereup I had climbed to get better photographs of the here.
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