Trust

by Esther Cameron (January 2026)

Starry Night (Jean-Francois Millet, 1851)

let us be true
to one another
—Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach”

We do not have much trust in one another
So must rely on those whose calculations
We can predict, as we predict the weather,
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The course of falling rocks, or the rotations
Of stars and planets. So with them we make
A world where we can find a den or perch
Secure and firm, save when, by some mistake,
Foundations shift and leave us in the lurch.

Yet times have been (we think we can recall)
When on the scattered shone a sacred vision
And pledging “All for one and one for all”
They rose to act, holding beyond division
To what was truest in both self and friend,
Trusting in that, whatever fate might send.
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