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Atlanta, 1996

At the Opening Ceremonies of the 1996 Olympics, one hypnotically hot day
in July, I stood on the pavement outside Atlanta’s Olympic Stadium as two
Middle Eastern men angrily snapped photographs of me. Five thousand miles
from Iran, a few blocks from my home, five years before 9/11, I came
face-to-face with Islamic extremism on a crowded Atlanta sidewalk.
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