At the Feast of Tabernacles

The following is taken from the Urantia Book, paper 162.

Sermon on the Light of the World

162:5.1 (1794.4) On the evening of the next to the last day of
the feast, when the scene was brilliantly illuminated by the
lights of the candelabras and the torches, Jesus stood up in
the midst of the assembled throng and said:

162:5.2 (1795.1) “I am the light of the world. He who follows me
shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.
Presuming to place me on trial and assuming to sit as my
judges, you declare that, if I bear witness of myself, my
witness cannot be true. But never can the creature sit in
judgment on the Creator. Even if I do bear witness about
myself, my witness is everlastingly true, for I know whence I
came, who I am, and whither I go. You who would kill the Son
of Man know not whence I came, who I am, or whither I go. You
only judge by the appearances of the flesh; you do not
perceive the realities of the spirit. I judge no man, not even
my archenemy. But if I should choose to judge, my judgment
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would be true and righteous, for I would judge not alone but
in association with my Father, who sent me into the world, and
who is the source of all true judgment. You even allow that
the witness of two reliable persons may be accepted-well,
then, I bear witness of these truths; so also does my Father
in heaven. And when I told you this yesterday, in your
darkness you asked me, ‘Where is your Father?’ Truly, you know
neither me nor my Father, for if you had known me, you would
also have known the Father.

162:5.3 (1795.2) “I have already told you that I am going away,
and that you will seek me and not find me, for where I am
going you cannot come. You who would reject this light are
from beneath; I am from above. You who prefer to sit 1in
darkness are of this world; I am not of this world, and I live
in the eternal light of the Father of lights. You all have had
abundant opportunity to learn who I am, but you shall have
still other evidence confirming the identity of the Son of
Man. I am the light of life, and every one who deliberately
and with understanding rejects this saving light shall die 1in
his sins. Much I have to tell you, but you are unable to
receive my words. However, he who sent me is true and
faithful; my Father loves even his erring children. And all
that my Father has spoken I also proclaim to the world.

162:5.4 (1795.3) “When the Son of Man is lifted up, then shall
you all know that I am he, and that I have done nothing of
myself but only as the Father has taught me. I speak these
words to you and to your children. And he who sent me is even
now with me; he has not left me alone, for I do always that
which is pleasing in his sight.”

162:5.5 (1795.4) As Jesus thus taught the pilgrims in the temple
courts, many believed. And no man dared to lay hands upon him.



Discourse on the Water of Life

162:6.1 (1795.5) On the last day, the great day of the feast, as
the procession from the pool of Siloam passed through the
temple courts, and just after the water and the wine had been
poured down upon the altar by the priests, Jesus, standing
among the pilgrims, said: “If any man thirst, let him come to
me and drink. From the Father above I bring to this world the
water of life. He who believes me shall be filled with the
spirit which this water represents, for even the Scriptures
have said, ‘Out of him shall flow rivers of living waters.’
When the Son of Man has finished his work on earth, there
shall be poured out upon all flesh the living Spirit of Truth.
Those who receive this spirit shall never know spiritual
thirst.”

162:6.2 (1795.6) Jesus did not interrupt the service to speak
these words. He addressed the worshipers immediately after the
chanting of the Hallel, the responsive reading of the Psalms
accompanied by waving of the branches before the altar. Just
here was a pause while the sacrifices were being prepared, and
it was at this time that the pilgrims heard the fascinating
voice of the Master declare that he was the giver of living
water to every spirit-thirsting soul.

162:6.3 (1796.1) At the conclusion of this early morning service
Jesus continued to teach the multitude, saying: “Have you not
read in the Scripture: ‘Behold, as the waters are poured out
upon the dry ground and spread over the parched soil, so will
I give the spirit of holiness to be poured out upon your
children for a blessing even to your children’s children’? Why
will you thirst for the ministry of the spirit while you seek
to water your souls with the traditions of men, poured from
the broken pitchers of ceremonial service? That which you see
going on about this temple is the way in which your fathers
sought to symbolize the bestowal of the divine spirit upon the
children of faith, and you have done well to perpetuate these



symbols, even down to this day. But now has come to this
generation the revelation of the Father of spirits through the
bestowal of his Son, and all of this will certainly be
followed by the bestowal of the spirit of the Father and the
Son upon the children of men. To every one who has faith shall
this bestowal of the spirit become the true teacher of the way
which leads to life everlasting, to the true waters of life in
the kingdom of heaven on earth and in the Father’s Paradise
over there.”

162:6.4 (1796.2) And Jesus continued to answer the questions of
both the multitude and the Pharisees. Some thought he was a
prophet; some believed him to be the Messiah; others said he
could not be the Christ, seeing that he came from Galilee, and
that the Messiah must restore David’s throne. Still they dared
not arrest him.

The Discourse on Spiritual Freedom

162:7.1 (1796.3) On the afternoon of the last day of the feast
and after the apostles had failed in their efforts to persuade
him to flee from Jerusalem, Jesus again went into the temple
to teach. Finding a large company of believers assembled in
Solomon’s Porch, he spoke to them, saying:

162:7.2 (1796.4) “If my words abide in you and you are minded to
do the will of my Father, then are you truly my disciples. You
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. I
know how you will answer me: We are the children of Abraham,
and we are in bondage to none; how then shall we be made free?
Even so, I do not speak of outward subjection to another’s
rule; I refer to the liberties of the soul. Verily, verily, I
say to you, everyone who commits sin is the bond servant of
sin. And you know that the bond servant is not likely to abide
forever in the master’s house. You also know that the son does
remain in his father’s house. If, therefore, the Son shall
make you free, shall make you sons, you shall be free indeed.



162:7.3 (1796.5) “I know that you are Abraham’s seed, yet your
leaders seek to kill me because my word has not been allowed
to have its transforming influence in their hearts. Their
souls are sealed by prejudice and blinded by the pride of
revenge. I declare to you the truth which the eternal Father
shows me, while these deluded teachers seek to do the things
which they have learned only from their temporal fathers. And
when you reply that Abraham is your father, then do I tell you
that, if you were the children of Abraham, you would do the
works of Abraham. Some of you believe my teaching, but others
seek to destroy me because I have told you the truth which I
received from God. But Abraham did not so treat the truth of
God. I perceive that some among you are determined to do the
works of the evil one. If God were your Father, you would know
me and love the truth which I reveal. Will you not see that I
come forth from the Father, that I am sent by God, that I am
not doing this work of myself? Why do you not understand my
words? Is it because you have chosen to become the children of
evil? If you are the children of darkness, you will hardly
walk in the light of the truth which I reveal. The children of
evil follow only in the ways of their father, who was a
deceiver and stood not for the truth because there came to be
no truth in him. But now comes the Son of Man speaking and
living the truth, and many of you refuse to believe.

162:7.4 (1797.1) “Which of you convicts me of sin? If I, then,
proclaim and live the truth shown me by the Father, why do you
not believe? He who is of God hears gladly the words of God;
for this cause many of you hear not my words, because you are
not of God. Your teachers have even presumed to say that I do
my works by the power of the prince of devils. One near by has
just said that I have a devil, that I am a child of the devil.
But all of you who deal honestly with your own souls know full
well that I am not a devil. You know that I honor the Father
even while you would dishonor me. I seek not my own glory,
only the glory of my Paradise Father. And I do not judge you,
for there is one who judges for me.



162:7.5 (1797.2) “Verily, verily, I say to you who believe the
gospel that, if a man will keep this word of truth alive in
his heart, he shall never taste death. And now just at my side
a scribe says this statement proves that I have a devil,
seeing that Abraham is dead, also the prophets. And he asks:
‘Are you so much greater than Abraham and the prophets that
you dare to stand here and say that whoso keeps your word
shall not taste death? Who do you claim to be that you dare to
utter such blasphemies?’ And I say to all such that, if I
glorify myself, my glory is as nothing. But it is the Father
who shall glorify me, even the same Father whom you call God.
But you have failed to know this your God and my Father, and I
have come to bring you together; to show you how to become
truly the sons of God. Though you know not the Father, I truly
know him. Even Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and by faith he
saw it and was glad.”

162:7.6 (1797.3) When the unbelieving Jews and the agents of the
Sanhedrin who had gathered about by this time heard these
words, they raised a tumult, shouting: “You are not fifty
years of age, and yet you talk about seeing Abraham; you are a
child of the devil!” Jesus was unable to continue the
discourse. He only said as he departed, “Verily, verily, I say
to you, before Abraham was, I am.” Many of the unbelievers
rushed forth for stones to cast at him, and the agents of the
Sanhedrin sought to place him under arrest, but the Master
quickly made his way through the temple corridors and escaped
to a secret meeting place near Bethany where Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus awaited him.



