Correcting the Media
Narrative on Illegal
Immigration

The Hill Overlooks Opportunity to Strike the Root in Guatemala

by Steve Hecht

Migrants ride the “Beast” or “Train of Death” through Mexico
on their way to the United States — seen here in Tenosique,
near the border with Guatemala. (report from the Hill
newspaper would have readers believe that President Donald
Trump’s temporary refugee ban is going to backfire. The
article predicts a “new wave of illegal border crossings” and
offers compelling statistics, but it ignores the underlying
gateway that would permit such a wave in the first place.

This oversight, perhaps unintentional, leaves on the table an
immediate change that within months could significantly reduce
illegal immigration — and with no additional money down. The
opportunity 1lies in Guatemala, the favored gateway for
illegals to Mexico en route to the United States.
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Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly is aware of the route
and told CNN he “would do almost anything to deter the people
from Central America from getting on this very, very dangerous
network that brings people through Mexico to the United
States.”

That is achievable, and the first step must be to examine the
policies of President Barack Obama that went wrong, recognize
the reasons for the hunger to flee, and strike the root.
Specifically, Obama and his colleagues protected violent gangs
that descend from Guatemala’s 36-year armed conflict. They
managed this by imposing allies of the gangs in the three
branches of government.

After the 1996 peace accords, the Guatemalan government
abandoned the rural areas, and these gangs stepped in to fill
the void. During the Obama tenure, the gangs were then able to
multiply their activities and now dominate most of the
country, aided by supporters in executive positions and the
judiciary.

Enjoying impunity from law enforcement, the gangs throw their
weight around and force residents into submission. That
includes conscripting them to act illegally and derail
development projects so critical for their economic dire
straits. If the residents could freely express their will,
they would back the projects as necessary infrastructure for
better services and employment.

In fact, the Ministry of Defense receives hundreds of requests
from the interior of the country to create military posts.
Rural inhabitants seek protection from the conflict groups
that threaten to cut off their water and electricity, deny
their children access to schools, and even incarcerate and
obligate them into forced labor if they don’t obey the groups’
dictates.

The American Chamber of Commerce recently underlined this



problem with a public still in his post — and he has continued
a very public role inserting himself into local affairs. Media
reports note that he pressured President Jimmy Morales to
appoint Francisco Rivas as minister of interior, the
department charged with enforcing the laws via authority over
the national police. Rivas takes no action to protect the
rural communities suppressed and ravaged by the conflict
groups. Unfortunately, the problem is so deep that Rivas has
support in his dereliction from the human-rights ombudsman,
the Justice Ministry, and the judiciary.

Robinson has generated quite the reputation, since he insulted
the Vatican’s ambassador and publicly threatened members of
Congress with incarceration if they stood in the way of his
purported fight against corruption. To make matters worse,
Robinson has Impunity Observer
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