European Parliament Addresses
Islamic Persecution of
Christians

Thomas D. Williams writes in Christians, who are “clearly the
most persecuted group” in the world.

In Wednesday’s meeting, EP President Martin Schulz said
that the persecution of Christians is “undervalued” and
does not receive enough attention, which has also meant
that it “hasn’t been properly addressed.”

Schulz’s concerns were echoed by EP Vice President Antonio
Tajani, who warned that Europe sometimes “falls into the
temptation of thinking we can ignore this task,” referring
to the protection Christians throughout the world who
suffer persecution.

Speakers cited the work of Open Doors, a human rights
organization that monitors the persecution of Christians,
noting that 150 million Christians worldwide suffer
torture, rape and arbitrary imprisonment. Christians in
Iraq, Somalia, Syria, Pakistan, North Korea and Nigeria are
among those hardest hit.

The Open Doors churches and places of worship in the world
are attacked and destroyed. Every day and in every region
of the world, there are new cases of persecution against
Christians,” said Tajani.

“No religious community is as subject to hatred, violence
and systematic aggression as the Christians,” he said.

Tajani suggested that where radicalized religion is the
problem, religion can also be the solution. “In the name of
religion, we have an obligation to condemn all those who
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show contempt for life and kill in the name of God,” he
said. “Whoever shoots in the name of God, shoot against
God.”

Another speaker, auxiliary bishop Jean Kockerols of
Brussels, said that the idea that Christians are intruders
in certain Muslim-dominated countries must be debunked,
since the Christian presence in the Middle East and the
Indian sub-continent “dates back to centuries before the
spread of the Koran.”

“The West must break the silence on the persecution of
Christians in the world,” said



