
Iran built on stolen property
— Trump should take it back
by Kenneth Timmerman

President-elect Donald Trump was right during the campaign to
$100 billion of frozen oil revenues (some say, Resolution.

This will make its undoing more complicated than some analysts
imagine. It’s not just a piece of paper President Trump can
rip up, as a group of released a letter to House Foreign
Affairs Committee chairman Ed Royce (R-Calif.) on Thursday,
commending him for Foundation for Democracy in Iran, which I
chair, recalled Congressional action against previous cases of
unjust expropriation, most notably the Helms-Burton Act — also
known as the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act of
1996  —  which  penalized  foreign  companies  trafficking  in
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property stolen from Cuban nationals.

“Pro-Castro advocates screamed that Helms-Burton would cause
irrevocable harm to the United States with friends and allies
around the world. Nothing of the sort occurred,” the letter
states.

“We believe the time has come to envisage a similar measure
for the victims of the Islamic Republic of Iran, many of whom
have become United States citizens, whose properties were
unjustly expropriated.”

Signatories to the letter include Colin A. Hanna, President of
Let  Freedom  Ring;  Admiral  James  “Ace”  Lyons,  Jr,  former
Pacific Fleet commander; Frank Gaffney, President and CEO of
the Center for Security Policy; Judson Phillips, founder of
Tea  Party  Nation;  Amy  Ridenour,  Chairman  of  the  National
Center for Public Policy Research; Ellen Sauerbrey, former
Assistant Secretary of State for Population, Refugees, and
Migration; and myself.

The letter also won support and was signed by Iranian-American
human rights advocates and journalists and by leaders of the
American Middle East Coalition for Trump.

On July 7, 1979, the new Islamic state in Iran issued a decree
seizing the assets of 51 supporters of the previous regime and
their  families.  A  few  weeks  later,  a  revolutionary  Court
issued a separate order confiscating the assets of another 209
individuals and their families.

According to court documents the claimants provided to me, the
properties  seized  included  major  factories  and  industrial
conglomerates, hotels, private residences, real estate, land,
stock, and other holdings, which today are worth more than
$100 billion.

In all, thousands of Iranians were directly robbed by the



Islamic regime, and millions more were terrorized with the
threat of confiscations.

Many of these individuals subsequently fled to America and
became U.S. citizens. But few were American citizens at the
time of the revolution, and thus have been unable to seek
restitution  through  the  Iran-U.S.  Claims  Tribunal  in  The
Hague, or through U.S. courts.

Their assets were turned over to para-state foundations, known
as  “continues  to  be  subject  to  United  States  government
sanctions because it kills Americans in state-sponsored terror
attacks around the world.

Ordinary  Iranians  understand  that  the  ruling  clerics  have
plundered their country. How else could a village cleric such
as “Supreme Leader” Ali Khamenei personally own a commercial
empire  the  Reuters  investigation  found  that  the  property
confiscations on behalf of Iran’s clerical leadership were
about $95 billion.

A Congressionally-enacted Iran Assets Recovery Plan would be a
powerful weapon the ruling clerics in Iran could not ignore.

Not only would it bring justice to some of the many victims of
the Islamic state in Iran, it would put the Iranian regime’s
foreign partners on notice.

Traffic in stolen property at your peril. A regime founded on
theft will end up bankrupt, in jail, or dead.
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