Iran Violates Sanctions: Quds
Force Commander Qasem
Soleimani visited Putin 1in
Moscow

(]

Russian President Putin and Iranian Quds Force Commander
Soleimani

Source: Fox News

Fox News reported that Quds Force Commander Gen. Qassem
Soleimani visited Putin shortly following UN Security Council
unanimous approval of the Iran nuclear pact, “Exclusive: Quds
Force commander Soleimani visited Moscow, met Russian leaders
in defiance of sanctions:”

The shadowy Iranian Quds Force commander Qassem Soleimani
recently visited Moscow to meet with senior Russian
leaders, according to two Western intelligence sources,
despite a travel ban and U.N. Security Council resolutions
barring him from leaving Iran.

On July 24, one week before Secretary of State John Kerry
testified to the Senate Armed Services Committee and faced
questions about the newly struck nuclear deal, Soleimani
arrived in Moscow for meetings with Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu and President Vladimir Putin. It
was not immediately clear what the Iranian leader
discussed, but the revelation comes as the United Nations
and European Union arms embargo against Iran is slated to
be lifted in five years as part of the comprehensive
nuclear agreement announced July 14 from Vienna.
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Soleimani was first designated a terrorist and sanctioned
by the U.S. in 2005 for his role as a supporter of
terrorism. In October 2011, the U.S. Treasury Department
tied Soleimani to the failed Iranian plot to assassinate
the Saudi ambassador to the United States at a popular
restaurant in Washington, D.C. The Quds Force 1is the
Special Forces external wing of the Iranian Revolutionary
Guard, responsible for supporting terrorist proxies across
the Middle East. It reports directly to Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei.

Watch this FoxNews video report:

Watch the latest video at video.foxnews.com

You remember Secretary Kerry telling Senator Cotton at a
Senate Iran deal Hearing that Quds Force commander Gen.
Soleimani would never be taken off travel bans and asset
restrictions? It was when it was confirmed that Soleimani was
among the list of 800 individuals and institutions to have
their sanctions lifted included in an annex to the JCPOA. Now
it is revealed that following the unanimous endorsement of the
Iran nuclear pact by the UNSC Soleimani traveled to Moscow to
meet Putin and senior Defense Ministry officials. This
demonstrates contempt for Obama and Kerry illustrative of how
incompetent they were in negotiating the Iran nuclear pact. As
our colleague Omri Ceren of The Israel Project pointed out in
our August NER interview Soleimani has the blood on his hands
of 500 Americans killed in Iraq. Ceren referenced a Weekly
Standard article by Lee Smith about Obama and Soleimani:

Smith’s argument in The Weekly Standard article is that
Obama likes Soleimani and admires his work. Smith goes on
to cite the President telling Arab officials that they
really need to get their business together and “learn from
Iran’s example.” Qasem Soleimani stands in for the idea
that Iran is taking over the region. The fact that we’re
lifting his travel ban and unfreezing his assets is being
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read by a lot of people as evidence that this deal 1is
explicitly designed to reintegrate Iran into the regional
structure of the Middle East and into the community of
nations. The President sees the Islamic Republic as a
stabilizing force. Lifting the travel ban and asset
restrictions on Qasem Soleimani more than anyone else,
stands in for Iran’s regional expansionism and its efforts
to take over the Levant, to take over the Gulf and bring
the entire Middle East under Iran’s thumb.”

We’'re waiting for Sen. Cotton’s response, as he originally
confronted Kerry. The JCPOA deal has been effectively shredded
by Iran before Congress even votes to accept or reject it in
September. Is the ball game over for President Obama on this
misadventure of his foreign policy legacy? Stay tuned for
developments.



