Jewish politics and the sin
of false prophecy

by Matthew Hausman

The Democrats’ shameful tolerance for progressive antisemites
has not inspired many Jews to quit the party or restrained
non-0rthodox leaders from counseling their followers to vote
against President Trump in November. The continuing loyalty
of secular Jews to a party that has turned against Israel,
legitimized her enemies, and overlooked leftist bigotry is
mindboggling, though not entirely shocking considering that
many equate Jewish self-rejection with spiritual introspection
and Democratic politics with rabbinic tradition.

Whatever the motivation, it would not be possible without an
alarming rise in cultural illiteracy. Jewish voters can
dislike Trump for any reason or no reason at all, but given
his record of support for Israel and Jewish causes, they
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cannot reasonably base their antipathy on religious tradition
or cultural history with which they are largely unfamiliar.

Secular communal leaders and non-0Orthodox clergy who preach
Democratic politics and Trump-hatred as doctrinal imperatives
play on the ingrained partisan orientation of their followers,
many of whom know little about Jewish law, tradition, or
history. Indeed, many define Jewish identity negatively in
relation to the Holocaust and think the history of Israel
began only in 1948.

The ritually-liberal movements have marginalized the sacred
and sacralized the profane. Rather than indoctrinating their
congregants with politics, they should be analyzing why the
collective non-0Orthodox intermarriage rate exceeds seventy
percent and how their relaxed educational standards have
failed to sustain Jewish continuity..
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