Kenya: Three arrested as
anti-terror police foil
Easter attack in Coast

From The Star

Anti-Terrorism Police Unit (ATPU) officers on April 13,
arrested three people, in Mombasa, suspected to have ties with
known terror operatives in Somali.

Osman Mohammed Hassan, Mohammed Ibrahim, and Hussein Ibrahim
were nabbed at Muzamil Shop in the Barsheba area of Kisauni.

According to ATPU, the three were involved in the planning of
imminent attacks within the coastal region during last week’s
Easter weekend.

The attack was being coordinated by seven al Shabab operatives
dispatched from Somalia, according to intelligence reports by
the ATPU.

Police are also still looking for other accomplices of the
three suspects who are believed to be within Mombasa.

On Tuesday, the three suspects were arraigned before the
Mombasa Senior Principal Magistrate Vincent Adet, where the
prosecution asked for more days to complete their
investigation.

In a sworn affidavit, an officer attached to ATPU in the
region said that the three suspects were in constant
communication with the terror operatives in Somalia.

..Mohammed Ibrahim Hassan, is believed to be a Somali national
who sneaked into the country for an unknown mission. He
allegedly tried to acquire Kenyan registration.
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State prosecutor Hillary Isiaho told the court that the
investigating team would require more time to ascertain the
nationalities of the three and their motive. “The
investigation team requires time to visit Dadaab and IFO
Refugee camps in Garissa County where the second respondent 1is
believed to have met with other known terror operatives,” said
Isiaho.

The court was also informed that there is an ongoing parallel
investigation in Nairobi in relation to their arrest and if
the respondents are set free, they wound hinder investigations
that are at an advanced stage.

Mombasa Senior Principal Magistrate Adet granted the police 14
more days to continue holding the suspects as they conclude
their investigations.



