Lord Carey: Britain has a
duty to rescue Syria’s
Christians

But the headline does not continue to the sort of celebrity
do-goodery one might expect. From the Telegraph

Isn’'t it a bit rich for the Germans to criticise other
nations, including Britain, for failing to accept refugees?
For years, our warm-hearted land has consistently accepted
more asylum-seekers than Germany.

Besides, it would be a mistake to give way to bullying calls
to immediately open our doors to tens of thousands of
refugees. We are a small island and recent immigration figures
are highly disturbing. Last year, a net figure of 330,000
people settled among us — more than the population of
Sunderland. Imagine this continuing, year after year.

Alas, the signal that Germany is opening its doors to this
influx will make Europe into an even more attractive magnet
for those who are genuine refugees — but also to floods of
economic migrants, most of whom are young men travelling
alone. We don’'t even know how many of these have been
combatants in the civil war.

the frustration for those of us who have been calling for
compassion for Syrian victims for many months is that the
Christian community is yet again left at the bottom of the
heap.

According to the Isn’'t it high-time instead for the o0il-rich
Gulf States to open their doors to the many Muslims who are
fleeing conflict? Surely if they are concerned for fellow
Muslims who prefer to live in Muslim-majority countries, then
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they have a moral responsibility to intervene.

our compassionate instincts will drive us to fund-raise and
campaign for the innocent victims of the conflict. But that
compassion must be realistic and clear-headed.

As a European Union, we should be prepared to close the doors
to large numbers of economic migrants and return them to their
countries. A proper process of registration must be conducted,
ideally in refugee camps on the borders of Europe. And if the
numbers get too large, we should be prepared to admit refugees
on a provisional and temporary basis, reviewing their status
periodically until they can return home.

It’s not enough to send aid to refugee camps in the Middle
East. There must be renewed military and diplomatic efforts to
crush the twin menaces of Islamic State and al-Qaeda once and
for all. Make no mistake: this may mean air strikes and other
British military assistance to create secure and safe enclaves
in Syria.



