
Maldives  arrests  14  for
alleged  Islamic  State-tied
bomb plot
The Associated Press via ABC News

MALE, Maldives — Police in Maldives have arrested 14 people
allegedly working with foreign Islamic extremists to carry out
a bombing in the tiny archipelago state, police said.

The suspects had been working with the Islamic State group and
apparently planning an attack with the intent of killing many
people, Uswath Ahmed, the nation’s counterterrorism head, told
reporters Monday night. He did not elaborate.

He  said  the  suspects  were  arrested  last  Friday  in  three
locations in the country and 13 homes were raided.

Maldives  is  known  for  its  pristine  beaches  and  expensive
island  resorts,  but  there  has  been  a  rise  in  religious
extremism in recent years. The Sunni Muslim nation of 500,000
people had the highest number of people per capita fighting in
foreign wars.
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