
Muslim  rules  on  halal  meat
mean  ‘animals  are  dying  in
pain’
Update, Wednesday afternoon. What is most interesting about
this is that the report from the University of Bristol, and
the  subsecquent  comments  by  the  President  of  the  British
Veterinary Association have been reported by virtually every
daily national newspaper (I can’t find it in the Guardian,
although I have searched). As has the observation that the
practice  of  not  stunning  is  increasing.  London  Evening
Standard but the content of all newspapers is largely the
same. 

Islamic  scholars  are  often  unaware  that  stunning  animals
before they are killed prevents them from feeling pain, a
study has found.

Research by the University of Bristol found that scholars, who
help set the rules on what meat is considered “halal”, often
didn’t understand the science behind stunning.

Many  ordinary  Muslims  were  also  ill-informed,  the  report
found.

British  Muslims  are  divided  over  whether  pre-slaughter
stunning is a legitimate practice. But the study concluded
that it is increasingly being considered forbidden.  

Researchers at the School of Veterinary Science found that 69
per cent of Islamic scholars who were questioned said they
didn’t think stunning prior to slaughter reduced an animal’s
pain. Fifty-nine per cent of halal consumers believed the
same.

The report which was published in the journal Meat Science
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said:  “The  lack  of  understanding  of  stunning  among  some
scholars has resulted in the issuance of confusing fatwas
[religious rulings] on the suitability of stunned meat for
consumption by Muslims. There is an urgent need for these
scholars to be given theoretical and practical education on
stunning  and  other  modern  slaughter  techniques  such  as
mechanical slaughter.. .”

Independent today.

Halal meat study press coverage misleading and ‘insulting’ to
Muslims,

One academic involved in the research, who did not want to be
named  partly  because  of  concerns  his  reputation  had  been
damaged by the newspaper coverage, told The Independent the
use  of  the  term  was  “insulting  to  Muslims”  and  gave  a
misleading  impression  of  their  work.

….findings about the level of knowledge would probably be
reflected among the general population.

Anecdotally  I  am  now  getting  e-mails  from  smaller  animal
charities and sanctuaries on the subject of halal and often
specific halal slaughterhouses (some of which are now calling
themselves non Muslim, non-halal type names). I think the
increase has been noticed.
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