Ohio Somali Emigré indicted
on Terrorist Charges
following Al Qaeda Training
in Syria

(]

Abdirahman Sheik Mohamud, left, speaks with his attorney, Sam Shamansky, during a hearing in

Columbus, Ohio, in February. Photo: Andrew Welsh-Huggins/Associated Press

Various news stories reported the transfer into federal
custody in Columbus, Ohio yesterday of 23 year old Abdirahman
Sheik Mohamud indicted for allegedly traveling to receive Al
Qaeda training in Syria, returning to plan a possible attack
on a military installation in Texas. Eric Stakelbeck,
whose latest book ISIS Exposed targeted the Somali émigré
community of over 100,000 in the Twin Cities area of
Minneapolis — St. Paul as the hub for Al Qaeda and now ISIS
recruitment. Columbus, Ohio is the second largest Somali
émigré community in America with over 40,000 to upwards of
80,000. Noted Counter terrorism analyst, Patrick Poole has
monitored radical elements in the Columbus Somali émigré
community for nearly a decade including alleged recruitment
for Al Qaeda affiliate Al Shabaab. This indictment of
Mohamud 1is reflective of deep problems arising from a
virtually UN controlled US Refugee Program subsidizing the

growth of a population in this country that reject
American values and laws and are prone to recruitment as
Jihadis by Al Qaeda and the Islamic State. The Wall Street
Journal reported:

Abdirahman Sheik Mohamud, 23 years old, allegedly trained
with extremists in Syria last year as part of that
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country’s civil war before receiving instructions to
attack police officers or military targets in the U.S.,
according to an indictment released Thursday. No such
attack appears to have taken place.

The case stands out among recent charges against Americans
accused of trying to join Islamic State or other extremist
groups because the Justice Department says Mr. Mohamud
actually got to Syria and received training in explosives,
weapons and hand-to-hand combat.

Defendants in nearly all the other cases were arrested at
U.S. airports as they attempted to leave the country. In
many of them, the terrorist recruiter they thought they
were working with was an undercover Federal Bureau of
Investigation agent.

In February of last year, Mr. Mohamud, who is a native of
Somalia, obtained his U.S. citizenship, the indictment
says. A week later, he sent in an application for a
passport. Then, in April of 2014, Mr. Mohamud bought a
one-way plane ticket to Athens, with a layover in
Istanbul. But, according to the indictment, he never got
on the flight to Greece. Instead, he allegedly met up with
men who took him to Syria.

Mr. Mohamud was arrested in February of this year on state
terrorism charges and held by Ohio authorities. Before he
was indicted on federal charges, he tried to negotiate a
plea deal with prosecutors, but those talks fell apart,
said people familiar with the matter.

Mr. Mohamud was being transferred to federal custody
Thursday. He faces



