Pakistani cricketer on trial
over Geert Wilders threats

From DW

A Dutch court tried a former cricketer on the Pakistani
national team on Tuesday for allegedly attempting to incite
the murder of anti-Islam politician Geert Wilders.

Dutch public prosecutors said cricketer Khalid Latif called
for Wilders to be killed in a video posted to social media in
2018 and offered a bounty of €21,000 ($23,000).

The incident occurred after Wilders had announced his plan

to hold a competition for cartoons of the Prophet Mohammad.
Wilders cancelled the event after receiving numerous death

threats and triggering protests, particularly in Pakistan.

“Not only was his goal to end a human life with violence, but
with his appeal he tried to silence a Dutch representative,”
Wilders told the court on Tuesday.

Prosecutors have demanded a 12-year sentence for Latif if he
is convicted. “Calling for a murder to prevent the cartoon
competition and offering a sum of money to kill the organizer
of that competition should be very severely punished,” the
prosecutor said.

Neither Latif nor a representative for him were present in the
courtroom. The cricketer remains in Pakistan. The Netherlands
has no treaty with Pakistan for extraditions or legal
assistance. The verdict is due to be handed down on September
11
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