
Spain  dismantles  ‘Islamic
State’  ring  operating  in
jails
From he majority of the suspects are Moroccans or Spanish
citizens of Moroccan ancestry, Agence France-Presse reported.
One was also Danish, and the remainder were Spanish citizens
who had converted to Islam.

The network attempted to radicalize other inmates in order to
establish a “prison front.” A source at the interior ministry
told AFP news agency that although there was no “concrete
plan”  to  carry  out  an  attack,  the  ring  had  created  a
“belligerent  state  of  mind  towards  prison  staff.”  

Two of those connected to the jihadi group had been jailed in
connection  with  the  2004  Madrid  train  bombings,  an  anti-
terrorism source told the AFP. That attack left more than
1,800 people injured and 191 dead, becoming Europe’s worst
terrorist assault.

The  ring  also  attempted  to  bypass  mechanisms  aimed  at
monitoring and preventing radicalization within Spain’s prison
system.

“The very existence of the group is viewed as a potential
security risk, even more so given the upcoming release of
several  of  the  inmates  who  were  targeted  by  the
investigation,” the ministry said.  Spain’s Interior Ministry
noted that the operation to break up the IS-affiliated ring
was the first of its kind in Europe and brought together law
enforcement agencies with those that manage prison facilities
in the country.
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