The Battle for Fallujah Redux

Shi’s militias (the former Iraqi army) are pushing back into
Fallujah to take it from ISIS. The Sunnis there, however, do
need protection from the Shi'’a and so some form of
“protectorate” will need to be set up for the Sunni areas
(possibly involving Egypt and/or Jordan) once ISIS is
defeated. This kind of action (which we are supporting) will
only result in endless warfare — revenge and counter-revenge.
told USA Today. “They are making people freak out over the
(arrival of) Iraqi forces by telling them, ‘The army and
militia are coming to kill you all.'”

Which is probably not wrong.

Iraqi forces battling their way into the city repelled a
four-hour ISIS attack in the city’s south on Tuesday, a day
after first moving into the southern edges of the militant-
held city with the help of U.S.-led coalition airstrikes.
The attack started at dawn in Fallujah’s Nuaimiya area
where Iraqi troops captured almost 85 percent of the ground
the previous day, two officers with the special forces told
The Associated Press.

Pentagon spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis described Fallujah
as “the last bastion of ISIS control in Anbar Province,”
adding that the terrorists “intend to put up a
fight.” Officials told Fox there were between 500-1,000
ISIS fighters in Fallujah.

ISIS fighters “distributed some sweets for kids for the
first time, trying to get people on their side, as they
know their end is so close,” al Halbusi added.

“A human catastrophe is unfolding in Fallujah,” Secretary
General of the Norwegian Refugee Council Jan Egeland said,
adding that only one family managed to escape from the town
on Monday. Since the offensive began a week ago, 554 other
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families have escaped from areas surrounding Fallujah,
which lies 40 miles west of Baghdad. “Warring parties must
guarantee civilians safe exit now, before it’s too late and
more lives are lost,” Egeland added.

The NRC group, which is working with refugees and
internally displaced people in Iraq, said lack of food,
medicine, safe drinking water and electricity in the city
was “pushing families to the brink of desperation.”

The Pentagon was also concerned that more than 10,000
Iranian-backed Shia militias had amassed outside northern
Fallujah, officials told Fox News. A year ago, ISIS took
control of nearby Ramadi and it took U.S.-backed Iraqi
forces six months to rid the city of hundreds of ISIS
fighters. One Iraqi general was quoted as saying 80% of the
Iraqi military’s success there was due to U.S. airstrikes.

ISIS militants used tunnels, deployed snipers and sent six
explosives-laden cars to hit troops but they were destroyed
before reaching their targets, the special forces officers
said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the
ongoing campaign.

Iraqi forces suffered casualties, but the officers didn’t
give details.

Nuaimiya 1is a sprawling mainly agricultural area in
Fallujah’s south and Monday'’s push into it was the first
attempt by Iraqi forces to enter the city after focusing on
dislodging the militants from surrounding areas to tighten
the siege.

Fallujah has been under Islamic State control for over two
years and 1is the last major city in western Iraq still
under control of the Sunni extremist group. The militants
still control patches of territory in the country’s north
and east as well as the country’s second largest city,
Mosul.



The U.S. 1led coalition and Iranian-backed Shiite
paramilitary forces are helping the Iraqi army in the
battle to retake Fallujah. But the fight is expected to be

long and protracted, given that ISIS militants have had
more than two years to dig in.



