The Inside Story of How John
Kerry Secretly Lobbied to Get
CAIR Removed From UAE'’s
Terrorist Organization List

Steve Emerson writes in designating the Muslim American
Society (MAS) — as terrorist organizations.

They were among 83 groups named for their connections to
the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood.

This outraged CAIR officials, who immediately began efforts
to get their organization removed from the list. They found
a powerful ally in Secretary of State John Kerry, who
authorized State Department officials to meet regularly
with UAE officials to lobbying on behalf of CAIR and MAS .

CAIR already had a sympathetic ear in the Obama
administration, including the State Department, that had
openly embraced and legitimized the entire spectrum of
radical Islamist groups falsely posing as religious or
civil rights groups, which both CAIR and MAS had done.

At a daily State Department press briefing two days after
UAE released its list, a spokesman said that State does not
“consider CAIR or MAS to be terrorist groups” but that it
was seeking more information from UAE about their decision.
He added that “as part of our routine engagement with a
broad spectrum of faith based organizations, a range of
U.S. government officials have met with officials of CAIR
and MAS. We at the State Department regularly meet with a
wide range of faith based groups to hear their views even
if some of their views expressed at times are
controversial.”
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In making that admission, the State Department official had
effectively affirmed the Obama Administration policy of
embracing radical Islamist group under the euphemism of
calling them “faith based groups.”

The UAE had good reason to designate CAIR, as bills itself
as “the nation’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy
organization,” the reality is Nihad Awad worked as public
relations director for the Islamic Association for
Palestine (IAP), a Hamas propaganda arm in the United
States. A 2001 Immigration and Naturalization Service memo
to support Hamas politically and financially. CAIR was cut
off official contact with CAIR, citing evidence from the
Holy Land Foundation terror funding trial which documented
the connections between CAIR and its founders to Hamas.

In 2003 Senate hearing, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-NY,
said that CAIR is known “2009 correspondence with the FBI,
he wrote that cutting off contact with the Islamist group
“should be government-wide policy.”

CAIR and its representatives, meanwhile, often espouse
radical ideology and repeated that message as recently as
September when he denounced legislation allowing the
families of 9/11 victims to sue Saudi Arabia.

CAIR officials often side with Hamas and other Palestinian
terrorists.

CAIR-New York tweeted during the Deek explained that
Palestinian support for Hamas is a choice for “one united
Palestinian state on all of the 1948 territories from the
north to the very south. That is what Palestinians chose.
And in supporting Palestinian choice we are saying we
support their right to 1liberation from violent
colonialism.”

Just days before the UAE’s 2014 designation of CAIR as a
terrorist group in the organization’s San Francisco chapter
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Sami Al-Arian and his family. Al-Arian included an

admission that he was associated with the PIJ. U.S District
Judge James S. Moody went further in sentencing Al Arian:
“The evidence was clear in this case that you were a leader
of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad,” Moody convicted of
terror-related charges. A longtime national board member
was invited CAIR officials and other radical Islamist
groups to the White House.

In December 2014, CAIR met with top officials of the State
Department, the Department of Homeland Security, and the
Justice Department, asking them to pressure the UAE to
remove them from the 1list, according to reliable sources
intimately familiar with the communications. On December
22, 2014, CAIR issued a appears on CAIR’s website. But at
the time that the letter was sent to CAIR, according to
knowledgeable sources, there was an agreement between CAIR
and the State Department to keep the letter secret. An
excerpt from it was posted on CAIR’s website only in May
2016, a year after it was received. The IPT has learned
that Kerry and CAIR made this agreement to keep the letter
secret so as to protect Kerry from public embarrassment. In
light of CAIR’s numerous ties to Hamas and other unsavory
aspects of its record, Kerry had good reason to believe
that the letter could cause a public relations disaster for
him.

Whatever influence the State Department exerted on the UAE
did not work. There has been no indication CAIR and MAS
were removed from the Gulf state’s terrorist list.

When the UAE list was published, CAIR realized that it was
going to a public relations disaster for them as well. So
they obtained by the IPT through the Freedom of Information
Act, show that CAIR officials met with top UAE leaders and
attended an evening reception “in honor of the CAIR group”
hosted by a top presidential adviser. The cable also noted
that “UAE press has reported that Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid
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al-Makhtoum Deputy Ruler of Dubai and UAE Minister of
Finance and Industry, ‘has endorsed a proposal to build a
property in the U.S. to serve as an endowment for CAIR.’
The cable added that CAIR had already received substantial
contributions from several wealthy UAE donors, including
one who had already given CAIR $1 million.

The defending accused terrorists and terror supporters. It
was formed as the pleaded guilty in 2004 to engaging in
illegal transactions with Libya and facilitating a Libyan
plot to assassinate then-Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah,
crowed in the New York Times about what he got right. This
episode is a stark example of what he got wrong.
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