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Of all the Nobel Prizes, the one that gives rise to the most
doubts is the Peace Prize. Nobels in the sciences and in
economics are for achievements recognized by others in the
field. The Peace Prize is political and wildly subjective,
sometimes given for work that has nothing to do with “peace,”
or  used  to  promote  the  political  side  that  the  Norwegian
judges favor. Yassir Arafat, before bin Laden the world’s
foremost terrorist, shared a prize (with Rabin and Peres) for
promoting peace by signing the Oslo Accords, which accords
represented  a  stunning  diplomatic  victory  for  the
“Palestinians.” The left-wing Norwegians were eager to forget
all the terrorist attacks by Arafat’s men and to honor him in
order that he might continue “on the path of peace.” Barack
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Obama won a Nobel Peace Prize for his “extraordinary efforts
to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between
peoples,” although his main diplomatic effort, that led to the
Iran Nuclear Deal, also included, as is now known, all sorts
of side deals favorable to Iran, that he made while keeping
Congress largely in the dark.

There was Anwar Sadat, who won the Nobel Peace Prize for
graciously agreeing to receive back the entire Sinai from
Israel as part of a peace settlement. Sadat was later murdered
by a Muslim fanatic who failed to realize what a diplomatic
coup Sadat had pulled off as a veritable Prince of Peace.
There was Shirin Ebadi, an Iranian female activist, who has
worked for women’s rights in Iran, where Islamic misogyny is
in full flower. Her Nobel hasn’t protected her; she now lives
in London where, she now insists, she was wrong: she used to
push for reform from within Iran, but has concluded that no
reform is possible with the current regime, and women will
continue to suffer in Iran until the regime is overthrown.

There was Malala Yousefzai, who worked for the right of girls
in Pakistan to get an education, not something many Muslim
males in that country favor, including the one who shot her
through the head (she survived). There was a Nobel Peace Prize
shared  by  Mohammed  Yunus  for  his  attempts  to  spread
microloans,  in  order  to  help  the  poor  start  businesses.
Mohammed el Baradei won for his efforts, as Director General
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which shared
the prize with him, “to prevent nuclear energy from being used
for  military  purposes  and  to  ensure  that   the  Agency’s
monitoring of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes in order to
make  sure  it  is  used  in  the  safest  possible  way.”  Some
American officials believed he was engaged in communications
with the Iranians who were suspect. Of course, although he was
dealing mostly with weapons programs in Iran and Iraq, two
very aggressive states, El Baradei has accused Israel of being
the biggest threat to the Middle East because of its nuclear



weapons. Israel has repeatedly said it would not be the first
to introduce nuclear weapons to any conflict, but that’s not
good enough for El Baradei. He would like to force Israel to
rid itself of nuclear weapons, but Israel, unsurprisingly, is
not impressed with his suggestion and is not about to commit
suicide to please the likes of Mohamed el Baradei.

The United States finally dropped its objections to a third
term at the IAEA for El Baradei, not because it had full faith
in him, but to avoid a diplomatic debacle, and the vote in his
favor was unanimous. Awarding him the Nobel Peace Prize, along
with the atomic energy agency he headed (instead of simply
awarding the prize only to the Agency) allowed the Norwegians
to provide one more feel-good moment — a Nobel winner! — to
the Third World, and to give Muslims a boost to their self-
esteem with this additional Nobel.

This year the Norwegians have finally done themselves proud.
One of the two Nobel Peace Prize winners is Nadia Murad, a
Yazidi girl who was captured by fanatical Muslims belonging to
the Islamic State in northern Iraq. These Muslims in ISIS have
killed thousands of of defenseless Yazidis, whose only crime
was  that  they  were  not  Muslims.  Murad  was  beaten  and
repeatedly raped. Six of her nine brothers were killed. Yet
she escaped, and now perseveres, having been named by the
United Nations as a “Goodwill Ambassador for the Dignity of
Survivors of Human Trafficking of the United Nations,” in
spreading her own tale and that of her people, a task which
takes  her  around  the  world,  telling  the  Yazidi  story  and
listening to others tell of similar atrocities, about the
trafficking  of  women  prisoners  who  are  war  booty  for  the
jihadis.

First published in


