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Breasted also planned to augment his five volhimes of the Egvptian historical records with seven
new vohimes of records of other types (economic, relizious, ete).' However, the project was not to
get off the ground anyiime soon due to the unhmely death of Harper, compounded by the advent of
World War I and then the later recrganization of Breasted's department and staff to found the
Cmental Institute. As for conprebensivensss and consistency, prior to the publication of the 4ncient
Records, there was no comparable collection of translations of Egyptian texts m any language. 5o
Breasted noted m his Preface to vohume one, “no atterpt has ever been made to collect and present
all the sources of Ezyptian history in 2 modern bingnage™ (italics added). Whils previoushy, Mear
Eastern scholars did collzborate to pool their translations into single publications_* they never
inchided the entmre corpus of any written genre, nor did the various scholars regulanize then
translations to make them consistent with each other. For these reasons, styles of translations
differed from 7 text to text in the same compendia, and the same words mught even be translated
differently. In hes volimes, Breasted worked to overcome such lmitations by bemg as melosre as
possible in his choice of documents, 2= well a: consistent m all his transhtions. Sooy-five years
after his death, Breasted's scholarship, although dated, 15 still hghly regarded, and as late as 1995,
Whe was Whe m Egyptology cited it as, “probably the best gensral history of Pharasme Egypt ever

published. ™ Even until teday, A History of Ezypt is still useful in many ways.
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Lately I've noticed that publishers seem to be waging a war on
footnotes. A few years ago, footnotes were moved to the end of
the chapter and now many publishers are moving them all to the
end of the book — out of sight and out of mind. Why? Are
publishers afraid that footnotes will put people off somehow?


https://www.newenglishreview.org/the-war-on-footnotes/

Footnotes are essential to a scholarly work and add an entire
dimension of their own with additional, often very
interesting, information that helps to illuminate the text.
When footnotes are hidden from the reader, the reader loses
that extra dimension and it makes it very hard to gauge the
scholarship of the work without easy access to the footnotes.
Publishers used to understand this. What is going on?

New English Review Press will never surrender! Qur footnotes
are displayed proudly at the bottom of the page. We will never
dumb down our books. Not now. Not ever.

Footnotes forever!



