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The  14  juillet  National  Holiday  fireworks  were  over,  the
horror began in Nice. A 19-ton semi-trailer truck went around
the barrier and barreled down the famous beachfront Promenade
des Anglais. The monster truck drove 2 kilometers, zigzagging
to make direct hits, deliberately picking off babies in their
strollers, before the driver was stopped in a shootout with
police.  At  this  writing  the  toll  stands  at  84  dead;  50,
including 10 children, with life threatening injuries; and
150, including 54 children, less seriously injured. The mass
murderer  has  been  identified  as  a  31  year-old  Tunisian,
Mohamed  Lahouaiej  Bouhlel,  living  in  Nice  on  a  residence
permit,  recently  licensed  to  drive  big  trucks,  father  of
three, separated from his wife since 2014. Bouhlel’s criminal
record, including assault and battery, theft, and domestic
violence, dates back to 2010, one year after he was granted a
10-year residence permit. He is under a restraining order
obtained by his wife who has sued for divorce. He is described
by  several  of  his  neighbors  as  a  mean  loner,  with  the
exception of one who found him to be a nice guy, not at all
religious, didn’t say his prayers, liked to dance the salsa
and go out with the chicks.

On  March  24th,  Bouhlel  was  given  a  six-month  suspended
sentence for assaulting a motorist who had asked him to move
his truck that was blocking traffic. The victim, Jean-Baptiste
Ximenes, posted Family Security Matters.
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