US to Illlegal Immigrants:
Please Stay Home, We Can’t
Cope

Washington Times:

The Department of Homeland Security is ramping up a new
campaign to try to persuade Central American families not
to make the perilous journey to jump the U.S. border, as
new statistics suggest that last summer’s surge could be
happening again.

The effort comes as the administration fights a federal
judge who is trying to severely limit detention of illegal
immigrant families, once again testing President Obama’s
standing in the Hispanic- and immigrant rights communities.

In a court filing last week, Border Patrol Deputy Chief
Ronald Vitiello said they saw a rise in illegal immigrant
families crossing into the U.S. in July, which was
surprising as it breaks the usual pattern in which a
decrease occurs as the year wears on and the immigrants’
journey through the late-summer heat becomes more
difficult.

The Obama administration said things could get even worse
should Judge Dolly M. Gee's decision to curtail detention
of illegal immigrants stand, because it will serve as an
invitation for more people to try — and to “incentivize”
them to bring their children along on the dangerous trip,
using them as human shields, of sorts, to avoid
deportation.

Hoping to head off a surge now, the administration kicked
off a public relations campaign last week to send the
message to would-be immigrants in Honduras, El Salvador,
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Guatemala and Mexico — and to their relatives already here
in the U.S. who might encourage them — that there is no
legal status awaiting them.

“There are no permisos,” Customs and Border Protection
Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske said at a press conference
in El Paso, Texas, pushing back against a message that
smugglers employed to entice tens of thousands of illegal
immigrants to make the journey in the late spring and early
summer last year.

n

What illegal immigrants called “permisos,” or free passes,
were the court documents issued by immigration authorities.
Because the U.S. didn’t have the political will, capacity
or, in some cases, the legal authority, to hold the illegal
immigrants while awaiting deportation, most of them were
given a notice to appear for an upcoming court date and
were released.

To the U.S., that constituted enforcement, but to the
immigrants that meant a chance to disappear into the
shadows with the 11 million other illegal immigrants
already here — thus the free pass.

Faced with that reality, the Obama administration sought to
stiffen enforcement. And while the law prohibited detaining
children traveling without their parents, it did not
prohibit the detention of families, so Homeland Security
opened new facilities to boost family detention space from
fewer than 100 beds to several thousand.

But Judge Gee late last month issued a ruling that found
much of family detention violates a 1990s-era court
settlement. She has threatened to severely limit the amount
of time women and children can be held and the conditions
in which they can be held.

If she stands firm, the administration could have to revamp
or shut down all of its family facilities.
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The Justice Department filed briefs Thursday signaling it
will fight that determination, arguing that Judge Gee 1is
stretching the so-called Flores settlement beyond its
original boundaries. The lawyers argued that if smugglers
or would-be illegal immigrants learn that traveling with
children could get them out of detention, it could entice
more of them to bring youngsters along on the trip.

“Specifically, the proposed remedies could heighten the
risk of another urge in 1illegal migration across our
Southwest border by Central American families, including by
incentivizing adults to bring children with them on their
dangerous journey as a means to avoid detention and gain
access to the interior of the United States,” Deputy
Assistant Attorney General Benjamin C. Mizer said in the
court papers.

Immigrant rights advocates were enraged by the move..
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